
 
 
 
 

 
Music Learning KS1 

 
 
Let’s go back in time…  
 
In Germany, 250 years ago, Ludwig van Beethoven was born.   He grew up to be 
one of the most famous and iconic composers of all time.   
 
What’s a Composer? 
A composer is someone who writes music. Can you think of any other composers? 
 
Here are some interesting facts about Beethoven… 

- He had seven brothers and sisters! 
- He played the violin and the piano. 
- He started to go deaf (couldn’t hear anything) when he was just 25 years 

old – but still wrote music! 
- He was a bit grumpy and short-tempered! 
- He wrote many amazing pieces of music - but his most famous one is his 

Fifth Symphony.  
 

Let’s find out more about this amazing piece of music!.... 
 
Watch this clip –  (the video on the left of the page): 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/2TQ7jtflNVsy1c1DTCT0pBw/symphony-no-5-
1st-movement-by-ludwig-van-beethoven  
 
A.)  Musical Responses: 

 
1.) Do you like the music? 
2.) How does the start of the music make you feel? (Happy / excited / 

nervous / scared?) 
3.) How do you think Beethoven would have felt not being able to hear his 

own music? 
4.) How many instruments can you spot in the video clip? Can you name one 

from each family of instruments? (Strings / brass / wind / percussion?) 



 
B.) Creative Responses: 

 
Take four different coloured pencils.   
 
Listen to the first 2 minutes of this piece of music, 
but this time, don’t watch the video, just listen…. 
(you can go to the other video clip to the right of the 
page for this.) 
 
Can you choose a colour to suit the mood of the music at the start? See if you 
can draw some shapes / lines / swirls as you listen to the music.  
Perhaps you might like to change colours when you hear a different instrument 
playing?   
 
Have fun – I can’t wait to see these drawings when we’re back together again! 
 
 
 
 
----------------------------------------- 
Finally, for a bit of fun, watch this clip:  
 
https://video.link/w/6rkDb    
 
This is a visual representation of this piece… 
it has been painstakingly drawn by hand and 
then synchronised to the piece – apparently it 
took over 3 months to put this together. Here you can clearly see how the 
lengths of the notes differ… and that there’s lots of rests too.  
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